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Editorial

	

	

	 Melhorar nossa posição no Qualis da Capes na área da 
Farmácia é de fundamental importância para o crescimento da 
Revista. De nossa parte, precisamos estabelecer metas arrojadas 
de crescimento e trabalhar arduamente para atingi-las. Para isso, 
o Conselho Editorial decidiu que, a partir de janeiro de 2010, 
todos os manuscritos submetidos para publicação deverão estar 
na língua inglesa. Reafirmando decisões anteriores, trabalhos que 
relatam atividades antimicrobianas e antioxidantes de extratos 
sem a devida identificação dos constituintes promotores da ação 
não serão considerados. Ainda, as normas para publicação serão 
aprimoradas e a Revista contará com Editores de Seção, que 
colaborarão na avaliação das submissões nas áreas respectivas. 
Por outro lado, esperamos que, em breve, o nosso “fator h” no 
SCImago (http://www.scimagojr.com/), seja, de fato, observado 
e que nossa estratificação seja reconsiderada pela Capes, a 
fim de valorizar os periódicos da área que cumprem com sua 
função de divulgar de parte do que é produzido pela própria 
pós-graduação da ciência farmacêutica brasileira.

Cid Aimbiré M. Santos 
Editor

Brazilian Journal of Pharmacognosy and the  
Capes’ New Qualis 

	 Already responding to several questions we have 
had, July 2011 is the deadline for having the completion 
of the evaluation process by the Institute of Scientific 
Information (ISI) in order to obtain the Impact Factor of 
the Brazilian Journal of Pharmacognosy. Surprising is the 
fact that, despite the Brazilian Journal of Pharmacognosy 
being indexed in all major global databases, it has been 
ranked as B4 in the Capes’ New Qualis stratification system. 
	 As it is widely known, the Qualis stratification is one 
of the most important instruments used by CAPES to evaluate 
and classify the Post-graduation Programs in Brazil and has 
been recently reviewed. The new version has been constantly 
criticized by scientists and particularly Brazilian editors, since 
the new model has introduced some difficulties to be overcome 
by national scientific journals, aiming their growth.  In addition, 
within each area, there is a multitude of categories, with massive 
differences in the impact factor among them, as each one has its 
own scope, able to generate several citations. As the Federal 
Government, through CNPq, has been significantly supporting 
the Brazilian journals, the New Qualis system seems to play 
opposite. Within this frame, Brazilian researchers that are 
concerned with the evaluation of their post-grad programs will 
preferentially publish their work in better stratified journals, in 
which we will hardly find national representatives. Moreover, if 
the post-grad programs are evaluated by how much they publish 
and where, the Brazilian Journal of Pharmacognosy may be 
impaired in the very near future, within its own Pharmacy 
area. The vast majority of the Brazilian Pharmaceutical 
Sciences post-graduation programs have lines of research 
related to natural products, and the role played by the Brazilian 
Journal of Pharmacognosy in the growth and strengthening 
of these programs in recent years has been remarkable. 
	 Improvement of our Qualis position in the field of 
Pharmacy is of fundamental relevance for the growth of the 
Journal. To accomplish this, we must set goals for growth and 
work hard to achieve them. In fact, we have already started 
it. The Editorial Board decided that, from January 2010, all 
manuscripts submitted for publication should be in English. 
Reaffirming previous decisions, works that report antimicrobial 
and antioxidant activities of extracts without the identification 
of the effect promoter(s) will not be considered. Moreover, the 
standards for publication will be improved and the Journal will 
have Section Editors, who will cooperate in the evaluation of 
submissions in their respective areas. We hope that our “h” 
factor at SCImago plataform (http://www.scimagojr.com/) will 
be properly evaluated. Also, we have the expectation that the 
Capes will reconsider our Qualis stratification in order to value 
the journals of the field that have been making the Brazilian 
research outputs known throughout world, particularly those 
resultant from our own post-grad programs.
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