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From September 22 to 25, the most important national event and one of the largest international meetings 

in our field, the XXI Congresso Brasileiro and the II Iberoamericano de Fonoaudiologia, were held in Enotel 

Resort & Spa, in Porto de Galinhas, Brazil. The events were promoted by the Brazilian Society of Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology, with the inspiring theme “Cycles of Life” and had the participation of almost 1,500 mem-

bers from several countries. It is always interesting to take a critical look at the sessions with oral presentations, 

posters and papers that compete for scientific awards, since many of these productions will soon be in the pages 

of CoDAS. It is possible to observe clear improvements concerning the definition of objectives and the design of 

researches and experiments, as well as the increasing number of multicenter studies that may lead to larger national 

geographical representation, which has been expected for so long. The strength and the work of professors and 

students of new postgraduate programs are clear, and for that they deserve our recognition.

We had the opportunity to meet with the reviewers of our journal and to think about this first year of 

changes related to the editorial strategy, which included a new name, the insertion of editors for each field, 

the greater participation of foreign colleagues and the professionalization of the editorial process by means of 

a partnership with Grupo ZP. In the revision session about the year, after debating about next steps, the peer 

evaluators reinforced the importance of the journal to sustain the graduate programs. They also recognized the 

efforts addressed to the professionalization and the propagation of science produced in Brazil to other countries. 

As to the opportunities for improvements, the following actions were suggested: edition and filter of opinions by 

the editors, encouragement of letters to the editor and clearer definition of what is expected from articles in the 

category of Evidence Based Speech Language Pathology and Audiology. This meeting also had the honorable 

presence of Marcio Zeppelini, executive director of Zeppelini Editorial and editor of Revista Filantropia, who 

talked about the challenges of publishing scientific papers in Brazil, presenting the complexity of this scenario 

from the point of view of a publishing house.

New studies were submitted and we felt honored by the trust that the field has on the work we are 

building together.

In the fifth issue of CoDAS, we publish two articles related to Audiology, one about Dysphagia, three 

about Language, two related to Orofacial Motricity and one about Collective Health, as well as five original 

articles and a Brief Communication in the field of Voice.

The first Audiology article was written by Rigotti, Costa, Bevilacqua, Nascimento and Alvarenga and 

concerns the Assessment of telephone speech perception in individuals who received cochlear implant in the 

period 1993–2003. The conclusion is that the cochlear implant also enables people with hearing impairment to 

use the telephone more appropriately. 

Almeida and Matas studied the Long latency auditory evoked potentials in malnourished children and 

concluded there are changes in long latency auditory evoked potentials among malnourished children. 

The article about Dysphagia, written by Carvalho, Chiari and Gonçalves, approaches the Impact of an 

educational program on the feeding of neurologically impaired children from a study involving 30 children with 

chronic non-progressive encephalopathy. The authors conclude that the educational initiative related to eating 

habits produced positive results about the knowledge and behaviors of the caretakers.

In the field of language, Rodrigues and Befi-Lopes report the development of a memory test in the article 

Short-term phonological memory in preschool children, in which 136 children aged between 3 years and 6 months 

and 6 years and 11 months were analyzed. A study about the Interaction between awareness of one’s own speech 

disorder with linguistics variables: distinctive features and severity of phonological disorder is presented by Dias, 
Melo, Mezzomo and Mota, who conclude that the person’s awareness about the speech disorder seems not to 

be directly influenced by the type and number of altered traces, nor by the severity of the phonological disorder. 

Spezzano, Mansur and Radanovic investigated the Applicability of the “An Object and Action Naming Battery” 

in Brazilian Portuguese and concluded that this battery is adequate for adults who speak Brazilian Portuguese.
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Among the articles about Orofacial Motricity, Medeiros, Jesus, Almeida and Raposo studied the Inte-

grated sensory motor system in prematurely born children in a research with 90 participants, in which the early 

motor integration was related to the hand-mouth coordination. Barbosa, Scarmagnani, Trindade and Yamashita 
describe the Surgical outcome of pharyngeal flap surgery and intravelar veloplasty on the velopharyngeal func-

tion in a study with 78 participants, in which it was possible to observe that the pharyngeal flap surgery was the 

most efficient method for patients with cleft palate.

The study in the Collective Health field, written by Silva, Couto and Molini-Avejonas, entitled Risk 

factors identification in children with speech disorders: pilot study, involved 170 children and their parents. 

The results suggest that children who present any speech-language and audiotory risk factor should be periodi-

cally followed-up as to the development of speech and language and, if necessary, referred to early intervention.

In the Voice field, the study by Paoliello, Oliveira and Behlau maps the self-perceived vocal disadvan-

tages among popular singers by means of one generic and two specific protocols, showing that the first one 

underestimates the observed limitations, and the other two are more sensitive and interchangeable. The study 

by Iqueda, Ricz, Takeshita, Reis and Aguiar-Ricz observed that the nasalance index of total laryngectomized 

users of tracheoesophageal prosthesis for nasal and oral sentences is normal, as well as the auditory-perceptual 

assessment of voice nasality. The interesting analysis by Lopes, Lima, Silva, Almeida and Almeida concerning 

the preferences and attitude of listeners as to regional and soft accent in telejournalism stated that the listeners 

prefer and attribute positive values to the speech with soft accent, in all of the studied linguistic variants. The ar-

ticle by Costa, Oliveira and Behlau presents the psychometric properties of the Vocal Disadvantage Index – 

VDI, in its shorter version, the VDI-10, proving its validity, reliability and sensitivity to be used with Brazilian 

individuals with health problems. The text by Ferreira, Campos, Bassi, Santos, Teixeira and Gama assessed 

the long term effects of speech language and audiology on the quality of life of teachers who were discharged 

or abandoned speech language and audiology treatment for dysphonia, and concluded that the positive impact 

persists, unlike what happens with patients who abandoned the treatment. The brief communication by Behlau, 
Pontes, Pedrosa, Yamasaki and Madazio registers the program of vocal rehabilitation – Programa Integral 

de Reabilitação Vocal (PIRV), describing the steps of this Brazilian approach for the treatment of dysphonia, 

which has been clinically used for more than two decades.

The Letter to the Editor refers to an article published in the Jornal da Sociedade Brasileira de Fonoau-

diologia and shows the advantages of mature pondering. 

Once again, we would like to thank the authors for their trust, as well as the reviewers, associate editors 

and collaborators, for the commitment and involvement. 

We are counting on new contributions, critics and suggestions.

Fernanda Dreux

Mara Behlau
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